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SUMMARY OF PROJECT

After several years of vacancy, renewed interest is being invested in what was 
once a thriving Coca Cola bottling facility along one of Jackson’s primary corri-
dors.  As more resources and energy are invested in the Highway 80 corridor, we 
too are hoping to inject positive energy into the area by aiding in the redevelop-
ment of what is now referred to as The Old Cola Plant LLC.  The buildings and 
corridor both have enormous potential, and now require a team of committed 
investors and visionaries who are willing to think creatively and believe in adap-
tive reuse projects.  

Gil Sidi of The Old Cola Plant LLC recently purchased the property with the 
hopes of seeing it repurposed as a series of mixed -use facilities inolved heavily 
with the arts, but catering to meet what needs are determined to be necessary 
to the Southwest Jackson community and city at large.  Because of this project’s 
location along a major thoroughfare through the city and adjacent to an inter-
state, it is very possible the Old Cola Plant LLC could eventually become a tourist 
attraction for visitors across the region and country.  
  

PROJECT VISION
SUMMARY
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JCDC - SCOPE OF WORK

The JCDC (Jackson Community Design Center) is a nonprofit urban design re-
search labratory located in the Mississippi State’s School of Architecture 5th Year 
campus in downtown Jackson, MS.  Our mission is to invest in urban renewal 
projects that will benefit the city in a sustainable manner.  Hundreds of millions of 
dollars are currently being invested in downtown Jackson in both new and revital-
ization projects.  Located just south of downtown, the Old Cola Plant is in a prime 
location to both feed off of downtown’s new energy and spark a mass renewal 
effort along the Highway 80 corridor as well.  The City of Jackson is currently 
funding a comprehensive study to evaluate and suggest improvements for the 
Highway 80 corridor in South Jackson.  These suggestions are expected to range 
in category from architectural standards to beautification to infrastructure.

The JCDC has been hired by The Old Cola Plant LLC to create a schematic 
proposal as to how best to redevelopment the property.  The scope of our work 
focuses primarily on identifying the best uses for this property in regards to 
tenant-types, land-use schemes, and architectural standards.  It is also our un-
derstanding that The Old Cola Plant LLC wishes to incorporate art initiatives into 
the project.  Using the arts as a source of positive energy for the city and the site 
itself is a cornerstone upon which this proposal was developed.  

This document is a condensed summary of our work as perscribed through the 
JCDC’s contract with The Old Cola Plant LLC.  Our expertise in economic vi-
ability is limited, and therefore our suggestions in this regard are modest.  The 
deliverables agreed to in the contract between the Old Cola Plant LLC and the 
JCDC cover these four categories:

- Documentation of Existing Conditions

- Case Studies

- Conceptual Design/Land Use Schemes

- Event Planning

In addition to the above, the JCDC has coordinated correspondence with city 
officials and community leaders to help facilitate momentum and greater under-
standing regarding the project within the community.  The JCDC may also be 
involved in coordinating a series of art-related and social community events to 
continue to build momentum for the project.  Our primary responsibility and goal 
as the JCDC is to produce a vision for the Old Cola Plant that will be used as a 
basis as the project moves into the phases of realization.
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PARTIES INVOLVED

The Old Cola Plant, LLC
 
 Gil Sidi (Owner)
 917.509.6150
 gilsidi1@gmail.com

 Lawrence Zhou
 646.875.1903
 zhoulawrence@gmail.com

Jackson Community Design Center (JCDC)
 509 East Capitol Street
 Jackson, MS 39201
 601.354.6480
 
 Jassen Callender (Director/Advisor)
 jcallender@caad.msstate.edu  

 Whitney Grant (Project Manager)
 wgrant.jcdc@gmail.com
 
 Neil Polen (Intern/Research Associate)
 rnpolen.jcdc@gmail.com
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SUMMARY OF EXISTING CONDITIONS

Located along the primary corridor through South and West Jackson, the Old 
Cola Plant LLC is structurally sound and well-maintained in regards to infrastruc-
ture.  Improvements to the site would largely be in the form of cosmetics: wall 
finishings, landscaping, window replacements, etc...  This of course also depends 
on the program of the site as well.  A program that dictates more office space ver-
sus light industrial manufacturing will require separate approaches to renovation.
 
  
  

SITE ASSESMENT
EXISTING CONDITIONS



8

frontage road view, office building

hightway 80 view, office building
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primary path through site, large ware-
house building (left) and office building 
(right)

view from east side parking area
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view to the south side of the property

canopy at rear entry to office building
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primary path through site

rear entry, office building/light indus-
trial
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example of smaller warehouse 
building

bay doors at south end of large ware-
house building
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typical office suite, office building

typical office suite, office building
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front gallery, office building

front gallery, office building
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large warehouse building

large warehouse building
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interior, small warehouse

tool shop, warehouse/office building
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warehouse/office building

warehouse/office building
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warehouse/office building

warehouse/office building
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warehouse/office building

warehouse/office building
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CASE STUDIES
PRECEDENT



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29

COMMUNITY SURVEY

As a community design center, we feel it is vital to seek input from the community 
on any development, especially one that involves property with such unique his-
tory and value to the city.

Therefore, we felt it would be beneficial to reach out to the community by gather-
ing their opinions and organizing the information that would be available.  Our 
goal with this survey was to understand and analyze the concerns of both local 
residents and those within the metropolitan area as it relates to the perceptions 
and realities of:

 - Image
 - Crime
 - Available vs. Desired services

A few highlights from the survey results are listed here:

- The average income for the respondents is approximately $40,000, with income 
levels of up to $75,000 +

- Rougly half the respondents say they spend between $26-$100 weekly on non-
essential items (i.e. shopping, entertainment, eating out, etc...)

-  Half the respondents said they feel the negative image of South and West 
Jackson has hindered development the most, while a quarter of the respondents 
say crime is the biggest hindrance.

- The vast majority of respondents (68%) are unsatisfied with the quality and/or 
type of businesses located along the Highway 80 corridor in terms of how well 
they meet residents’ and commuters’ daily needs.

- There is strong community support for a multitude of business and service-
types to be located at the Old Cola Plant including (but not limited to): 
 - residences   - artist studio space
 - educational instituion  - collaborative workspace
 - restaurants   - police substation
 - microbrewery   - movie theater
 - family entertainment  - grocery store
 - farmer’s market  - community garden
 - walking/running trail  - skateboard park
 - retail
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SCHEMATIC VISIONING

To begin the process of creating a vision for the Old Cola Plant, we wanted to 
imagine for ourselves what the future may hold for this property.  Understand-
ing the impact an emphasis on the arts coupled with light industrial architecture 
suitable for virtually any function, we set about scheming mixed-use scenarios for 
the site and creating a series of drawings to help illustrate our ideas.

Often very literal presentations our requried to help others understand what we in 
the design community know to be possible.  Therefore, we set out to create and 
illustrate a wide range of possibilites for the site.  The following pages all repre-
sent individual ideas that could be implemented separately or in conjunction with 
others.  

PROPOSAL
SCHEMATIC VISIONING
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Conceptual land-use sketch.
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Conceptual land-use sketch.
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The following pages take this photograph of the existing fa-
cade of Building 1 (office building) and propose a whole series 
of renderings that offer new ways of imagining the Old Cola 
Plant.  Investing in the facade of Building 1 could go a long 
way in building momentum and energy around the project.  
Making some alteration to the view from Highway 80 will get 
the attention of passersby and inherently create more interest 
in the space.BEFORE
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BEFORE
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BEFORE
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BEFORE
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BEFORE
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BEFOREBEFORE
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BEFORE
BEFORE
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BEFORE
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APPENDIX

For additional information and continuous updates on the progress of The Old 
Cola Plan LLC, please visit:

http://theoldcolaplantllc.wordpress.com/

The Old Cola Plant, LLC
 
 Gil Sidi (Owner)
 917.509.6150
 gilsidi1@gmail.com

 Lawrence Zhou
 646.875.1903
 zhoulawrence@gmail.com

Jackson Community Design Center (JCDC)
 509 East Capitol Street
 Jackson, MS 39201
 601.354.6480
 
 Jassen Callender (Director/Advisor)
 jcallender@caad.msstate.edu  

 Whitney Grant (Project Manager)
 wgrant.jcdc@gmail.com
 
 Neil Polen (Intern/Research Associate)
 rnpolen.jcdc@gmail.com
  


